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The Creation of the System of Heir-Apparent by Mu’awiyah bin 
Abu Sufian in (680 A.D) and Reactions against it 


Dr. Badar bin Hilal AL-Alawi Khalood bint Salim Ba Hashwan 


Abstract: 

The study highlights the political issue that played a major role in shaping the system of government in 
the Islamic state. This is the creation of the system of “heir apparent” by Mu’awiyah bin Abu Sufian, the 
Umayyad Caliph. The study follows a descriptive approach based on historical analysis and comparison 
of accounts, and then follows the reactions against that system. The findings of the study show that 
the system of “heir apparent” was one of the causes of bloody conflicts and violent strife experienced 
by the Islamic State, and was, in fact, a major cause of the fall of the Umayyad State in the East, in 132 


AH / 750 AD. 
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